ICC World T20 European Finals Guernsey 2019

Guernsey v Denmark

at King George V, Castel
on Thursday 20th June 2019
Toss won by Denmark who elected to field
Umpires: Rizwan Akram, Adriaan van den Dries, 3rd Umpire Mary Waldron
Match Referee: Wayne Noon
Guernsey won by 6 runs
Player Of The Match: Nicolaj Laegsgaard (Den)

‘Wright proud of his Greens’      by Gareth Le Prevost       GEP

TWO wins over higher-ranked nations to finish their ICC Men’s T20 World Cup Europe Final campaign has put the smile back on Guernsey faces.

Twenty-four hours after their nail-biting victory over Norway, Guernsey made it back-to-back successes with another character-filled performance to defeat Denmark at a sunny KGV yesterday. Although the batting failed to fire on all cylinders once again, the Sarnians were indebted to a crucial late cameo from Jordon Martel as they crept up to 118 from their 20 overs before the bowlers went to work and, backed up by some at times outstanding fielding, they came up trumps. ‘It’s turned out to be a brilliant week’, said coach Ash Wright, who sat out the last game with a hamstring injury. ‘I’m really proud of the lads because, like we’ve been saying, if we end up winning two games in this format we’ve done absolutely amazing. ‘Obviously, with the start we had, there’s a lot of pressure to keep picking ourselves up and keep going. ‘We’ve had a couple of tight games where I feel we could have actually done better than we did, but to come out of this tournament with two wins against these sort of teams is an amazing effort.’ Having previously reduced Denmark to 100 for 9 in Tuesday’s abandoned match, the Sarnians knew their opposition’s batting was brittle heading into the rearrangement and so, having been asked to bat first this time around, the objective was not to attack with all guns blazing but to post a total that could prey on Danish anxiety. Even then, the Guernsey innings turned into something of a grind once Tom Kimber had holed out to deep square leg early on. Lucas Barker and captain Josh Butler managed three boundaries between them during the remainder of the six-over powerplay, but the Sarnians failed to reach the rope again until the 18th over when top-scorer Ollie Newey’s late cut beat third man to his right. Luke Le Tissier belted another four in the same over before misjudging a run shortly afterwards, but crucially in the last over Martel pulled the fourth ball for four and then went the aerial route in the same direction for six the very next ball.
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Ben Ferbrache cover drives

Suddenly, thanks to those two lusty blows, Guernsey were buoyed as they took to the field. They looked it, too. Although two tough half-chances went down close to the wicket during the Danish reply, the Sarnians pouched every catch that they would expect to and their ground fielding was, on the whole, confident. Will Peatfield struck first, trapping the skipper Hamid Mazhar Shah LBW, and in the next over a brilliant piece of work from David Hooper ran out Anique Uddin. The dangerman was always going to be Nicolaj Laegsgaard, though. The tall left-hander was never at his fluent best but ticked along at a run-a-ball in helping Denmark reach 62 without further loss and ahead of the required rate. However, taking brief departure from his usual mantra of hitting hard and straight, Laegsgaard attempted to dab a Luke Le Tissier delivery down to third man, missed it and had his off stump removed. From that moment, hope turned to expectation for the hosts.
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Jordan Martel bowls to complete a good tournament
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Tom Veillard

There was still work to be done, though, and they kept chipping away with another wicket for Le Tissier as Oliver Hald holed out to Ben Ferbrache at long on before Butler took a brilliant one-handed leaping catch at extra cover for Martel to dismiss Taranjit Bharai. Tom Veillard, who finished with the most miserly figures, then grabbed a sharp return catch to leave Denmark 79 for 6 with four overs remaining.
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Tom Veillard takes a brilliant catch to dismiss Zishan Shah

When Peatfield sent one of Jino Jojo’s stumps cartwheeling in the 18th over, victory looked a long way off for the men in red, but Delawar Khan kept the Sarnians honest with a six later in the over before repeating the dose off Hooper’s penultimate over from the Blanc Bois end. Khan was on strike from the start of the last over, too, with 10 required for victory, but Peatfield executed the perfect yorker to eliminate the left-hander’s threat. A smart piece of fielding off his own bowling by Peatfield from the next delivery as the batsmen attempted an ambitious second then ran out Omar Hayat before the Guernsey paceman completed the campaign by conceding just two runs from the final four balls for a memorable win.
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Guernsey celebrate a fine win

REVIEW of the Tournament
‘Team come good in the end as Guernsey excel as hosts’          by Gareth Le Prevost       GEP

FIRST things first – take a bow the Guernsey Cricket Board and ICC Europe.

The weather was sent to test them, but they passed their ICC Men’s T20 World Cup Europe Final examination with honours. The officials were never far from their laptops and calculators, the groundsmen barely had time to sit down, the production company and their commentators had to broadcast from temporary gantries and ‘studios’ while also taking the rearrangements into account and then, of course, there were the players who had to be ready to go at a moment’s notice whenever there was a break in the rain. The outcome? A vibrant – albeit stop-start in the middle – tournament full of character and no little skill enjoyed by those who descended on the KGV and the College Field as well as who-knows how many more watching on the live social media streaming coverage provided from both venues. Fittingly, it came to a hugely dramatic conclusion, too. Out of context, the decisive final match at the College Field was a one-sided thrashing as Germany inflicted a comprehensive defeat on the previously unbeaten Jersey. The reality was that the Germans knew from the start of their reply that they had to reach their 135 target in around 14 overs to stand a chance of usurping the Caesareans at the top of the table and if they were going to go down, they were going to go down swinging. Such is the nature of T20 cricket, and also the benefit of having a couple of professionals in your line-up, that it so nearly paid off on this occasion as their successful run chase was completed in 14.2 overs. That left an agonising wait for both sides while the ICC officials checked and double-checked the mathematics before confirming that Jersey would progress to the Global Qualifier in the UAE later this year. It was the correct outcome in that the best team of the week came out on top. But what about the hosts? Guernsey mirrored the weather, brightening as the week went on and registering back-to-back wins over higher-ranked nations – Norway and Denmark – to sign off their campaign. ‘It’s turned out to be a brilliant week’, said Guernsey coach Ash Wright. ‘I’m really proud of the lads because we’d said beforehand, if we end up winning two games in this format we’ve done absolutely amazing. Obviously, with the start we had, there’s a lot of pressure to keep picking ourselves up and keep going. We’ve had a couple of tight games where I feel we could have actually done better than we did, but to come out of this tournament with two wins against these sorts of teams is an amazing effort.’ He added that the character his players showed in those two victories will hold them in good stead moving forward. ‘We are going to go away from the tournament and there’s still areas we want to keep working on, but it’s shown when you look at all the scores and all these teams that we have got fight’, Wright said. ‘The one thing good with this island is because the lads are constantly close, when we get out there we are desperate to win, it’s not through lack of trying. Sometimes our skills levels let us down or our fitness or sometimes the opposition are just better than us, but overall I’m absolutely chuffed. It’s made it an amazing week for us.’ Batting is one aspect, in particular, that Wright highlighted improvement was necessary, but added that the experience of playing better sides will help his batsmen in achieving that. He is looking into the possibility of finding more T20 matches for his squad, too, because they will now have a lengthy wait for their next ICC event in the format. ‘That is all part of being in Associate cricket’, he said, philosophically. When asked, though, if any individuals within his squad had stood out for him during the week, Wright did not take the bait. ‘All the lads. Like I always say, we have very small squads here and playing at home we have found you’re under a lot of pressure because there ends up being a lot of experts around the ground, so I always say the 14 players we have there are the lads who have put a proper shift in. They’ve given up work, they’ve put in everything and more importantly they’ve put themselves out there to be criticised. It’s easy to not play or do it and sit back and say things, but these boys push themselves out there and for me everyone who stepped over that line has been awesome. Every team in this competition is ranked higher than us. Last year the goal was to win to get up into this [tournament] because we were desperate to get the competition here because we wanted to show people what Guernsey is like for cricket, we wanted to get all the kids in my youth system down watching and inspire them to play for Guernsey, which it’s definitely done. We said from the start, if we won two games then that’s our World Cup, which we’ve done so I’m chuffed.’
